L

4 -
e

Bk e ;
2 [ OF AMERICAN BEALTY T | JE.
': éﬂiﬂ% ..,{“.'l'lil.fyflﬁ I l_ LITY TATTOO I BELLEWU




Deczorating Her
Women Tattoo Artists in Seattle

BY TERA SCHREIBER / PHOTOS BY INGRID PARE-SHELDOIMN

il hos changsad my life forevear,”
says Diang Qlson, clant and Sirl
Fricday for "Gypsy” il Greenberg,
the owrer and prirmary artis
of American Beauly Tattoo in
Belevue. Diana, o sweet, blond
H-something, came fo Gypsy Jill
fo covar up a ragratioble tattco
n her back of & big naked lody — a tottoo she acquired

2w Qlder,

af the tender age of 15 in Las Vegos, As sh
Dianag reaized that the toftoo didn't express whot she
wanted fo about hirsell. She felt that it wos degrading to
wizmen and shie was ashamed of it
veled fo the Pugat Sound ared to masal fhe
=ypsy Jil who speciclizes In fattao cover-
ups and lecturas nationally on the sutisct, Jilis o stik-
Ing woman with a gorgeous smile and many special
neiuding inferprefing stories info art and mentaring your 13
women. "l beleve in hoppy endings,” soys Jill, “and in sec-
and and third chances — and in being vour own hercine,”
Diana ncw proudhy disploys o groceful cat on her back,
Inspired by a childhood pet that she lovad ¢
2 naked lody remains, il who once fhought thal her
> talent would lead to o career palnting murals on
wills, seas these transformations as oppartunities that allow
her clients 1o become the hercines of thelr own slornies
As 0 specialist, she fakes g journey with her clients to
e socdy art that bs daht far them, Yau will find no
samples of fiosh art on the walls of Amercan Beauty Tattoo
teocopy, Jill creates a new work of art for each client, |
driaw out i
t Widya Sekhar confirms Jill's talent for s
Ing through her art, “She brings poetry o life on the skin,”
saws Vidya, who came to Jill for a tattoo. " wonted to do
something loving far myself,” Vidya explains as she s 5 Off
fhe an Jillis confinuing to o “50 | started this tottoo on
Valenting’s Day.” She described an image she had In her
mind 1o Jifl and J8l created a m ficent maogical scens
nands cpaning and emerging inta a butterfly, This
SIC IMoge covers a krge suifece an Vidya's back, “We
doalat of magic tattocs here.” says Jil. "People come
here fo tell sto vl wiark an magic tatfoos.”
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DHAMA CLEORN, ASSISTANT TO YRV JILL OF AMERICAN BEAUTY TATTOO IM BELLEVLIE
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Eypay Jil i5 not only speclal because
of the amazing relatignship sha hos with
har chients and the prefound artistic tal-
ent and fechnical skil she brings to her
prafassion, she is one of only two worman
tattoo arfists in the Puget Sound region
who have bean in the business for more
thon o quarter cenfury.

Bock in the early 19805, whean she first
apprenticed as a tattoo artist, Jill worked
in a world where wamen were consid-
erad aye candy and served to drow
clients into the shop, "I wos a femals
subrnissiva situction,” she says, She was
axpected to dress provocalively, sernve
drinks and colar in the lines that the male
artists laid down, Becouse faftoo artists
must apprentice to work, the male-comi-
nated fatoo profession set the rules for
the entry of women arists.

Mo the owner of her own shop,
hings could nat be mare ifferent faor Jill
than when sha enfered the business, She
hos been clean and scber nine years, is
in school studying counseling and sub-

stance abuse, and provides o place that _ |

is not just o faffoo business — bub a el

uge. “Amerlcon Beauty Tattoo is o sanic-
fucry studio for artists to work on orojects
their busy shops would not allow them to

o, and for clients to falk about the Imag-

=25 and ideos in thelr heads.” Jil's goal is
to help clients work with imageny — na
matter how stark — in o positive waoy.

She seeks fo help them use the images

ta become the pecple they want fo bea.
Vidyo aftests to fhis foct. “Jill is mentoring
ma and maving me o the next stage In
my developrment,”

More than Just @ suppart 1o her cli-
ents, Jii has became a mentar fo other
women in tattoc. She s a tounder of the
Womean's Tattoo Forum, a professional
group of women taftco artists whose
rission it s fo record, teach aond create
“tattoo herstory — the fascinating and
unigue sfares” of wormean in tattoo,

In Cetaber 2008, the Wormen's Taftoo
Forum held its first art show showsos-

Ing the arfwaork of some of its membears,
including a presentation faaturing warm-
an’s tattao higtory, at Kaladi Brothers
Coffes on Copitol Hill. With mare guests
than the nosts could hove imagined, the
standing-roomeonly crowd spilied out of
the gallery infe the coffes shap's othar
seaiing areas. The theme, "As We'd
Cacorate Her,” gave the arists o chance
o create uniqus péeces of art around the
single: fhemsa of a woman's cuny silhou-
gfte. The Wormen's Taftoo Farum hopes
o make this an ennual event, giving the
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Feeling Out of Balance? Sad or Anxious?
Problems with Depression or Low Moods?

Life Arising
Program*
%fﬁf@g You Get Back On Track!

A special class designed to help you improve your
f}}’{ﬂ Skills for managing worries and stress,

for building energy, and for
getting back to more healthy balances.

Call 425-775-6565 forInformation

The: Life Arsing Program’ has been desipned by Lfe Skils ntemational (L5012
a patient-education division of Health Besearch Associates, Inc Seattle, Washington LSA
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How does sleep quality affect
the symptoms of IBS?

You can help answer this question if you
have IBS or know someone wheo has 1BS
Many women are bothered by frequent
blaating or diarthea,  Murse scientists are
researching the effects of stress and sleep
an menstruating women whao have Irntable

Bowel Syndroma (1BS),

Volunteers are needed for this research study:
‘Wiomen, 18 - 45 years old, menstruating, and
hiwve a medical diagnosis of IBS

Things you will do: Keap a symptoms diary far 11
months, sleep for 3 nights in a seep laboratory,
and donate same blood during thelast night

Compensation: Up ta $500 far finishing the study

206-616-5168
www.uwibs.org

University of Washington, School of Hursing

Business
Owners

Puget Sound's leading
organization for women
entrepreneurs.,

March 26 — Power Lunch
Washington Athlctic Club, Seattle 11:30-1:30

Cuer March speaker, Ann-Marie Archer. was
one of eight Make Mine A Mitlioe § Sesinees
winners selected in 2008, Ann-Marie opensd
Archer & Associntes during a recession and will
b sharing her secrees of Swooess,
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artists o chance fo show their skill in other
meadiurng. Jill wos proud of the evant and
delighted by the turnout

“Thare are apgroximataly fwo hundrad
fermale tetoo artists in Morth America,”
says Jill. The industry Is about 20 percent
wiarmen. hash are working in shops
awned by men. | am looking for o woy
wea can knowe each other andg sugpord
aach cther rather than the old way where
rnan fald us what to do.”

Tattoo artist Jocqueling Beoch is o hip,
sharg-as-a-tack, enargetic womon whao
has hod the pleasure — she would call it
bath a luxury and an honor — aof working
arly with wornen fatloo arlists. One of
the artists af Madome Lozonga's Tattoo
I the Pike Place Market, Jocqualing loid
dowen her first ink on a client in 2003 as an
oporentice ot that shop. She aporeci-
otes the good fortune that has come fo
her fram the hord work of her predeces
sors. "I'm spoiled.” she soys, | learned
from @ woman, The women who came
befara me brake down thase boundar-
ies and ollowed women like me fo leam
frorm aothar wormen.”

Jacqueline has become the resident
“taftoo herstorian” for the Wornen's
Tattoo Farurm. With o mastar's degree,
exparence teaching college courses
and a past job inediting. she is o natural
for the job of researching the connec-
tions and storkes that comprisa the evo-
luticzn of wormen in taottoo. She tells the
stores of the grandmothers of the tattoo
praofession with a mix of reverencs and
passion. “These women who were fat-
fooad before World War Il weare samea of
e first faminists,” she declares. “They
achually lived feminism every doy of their
lives — thay dicn’t just talk about iH1° By
getting tattooed heavily, she arguas,
these women lread themsslveas from soci-
atal norms

docqueline s collacting the phato-
graphs and stonies of every womon tat-
too artist who has ever tatfooad in tha
Puget Sound araa, Additionally, she hos
put together some elements of a world-
wida “hamstan” of talftoo that starls with
a 1500-vecr-old Peruvion femate mummy
Storles sha has found of circus women
oind of the first fully tottooed woman fo
porticipoate in the Miss Amerdca Pogeant
in 1939 porlray a very subversive tattoo
culture in modern times.

And today? “The culture of tattoo
hos changed,” she odmits. The macho
roofs of fattao — with bikers, crirminals and
arines o3 the prmary clients — have
grown d new crop of more mainstrean

custormers such as rock stars, athletes and
ather celebrities.

Wiywyn “hiodome” Lazonga, who hos
been in the tottoo profession sinca 1972,
agrees. “Taftocing hos become arl for
The mosses,” she soys, With her gentle
manner and her youthful opoearances,
the only way one would know that she
has been in the profession for 37 yeors is
fhie extant of the art on har body. YWywwn
notes thot tattooing has changed dra-
rctically in the dacadeas she has bean
invalved. Some of the chonges are pos-
tive. such os grecter awaraness of Blaod-
boma pathogens and safety meosures fo
ocrevent the transmission of diseasa. With
the growing sophistication of the profes-
00, more responsibiity hos accrued 1o
the artists for business monageameant and
keaping up with industry standards,

Once voted "the most baautiful
tattooed worman in the world,” Viywyn
exhiits the artistic Influences of fradi-
tional Japaness orl and nature, But
Vywyn did not become successiul
because of her pratty face. "ot my
repulation on my arf and my ethics.” she
osserts, she simply worked harder anag
went the axtra mile ta prove hersalf in
her industry, 71 ate, slept, and Rreathed
tattaa,” sha says.

Daspite her frailblozing post, Vywyn
never cansiderad harsall o feminist.
"When | started, | didn't know anything
about wornen’s lib," Wywyn laughs, 1t
was anly whan she left the wing of har
male cpprenfices that she learmed
about double standards and gancsar
discrimination firsthand, Still, it's hard
o argue with her success. Madamsa
Lazonga's Tattoo, Viyywn's all-woman arf-
ist fottoo shop In the Pike Ploce Market,
ig o thriving business by any standard,

Christy Brooker, who loves her job
as a fatico artist at AdCare Studios in
Feorgetawn, s another success stony,
“It's the coclast jab in the world!” she
roves. She enjoys working for hersalf, gets
to travel the world for tfattco conventions,
and hos the plaasure of wsing her artistic
skills every day, Though her porents cidn’t
necassarly understand thair doughter
chaosing o work in o tattoo shop when
shie was 18 years old, It's hard o think they
arg Not proud of bar now,

Christy has been in the fattoo profes-
slan for 10 years and ako has Built o solid
reputation for herself that franscends her
gender. "It's not necassarily g man's pro-
fession anymore,” sha says, i my curent
shop, | am treated like on equal fo the
cttver artists, who happen to be men” Yet



shiz confesses that it wasn't always this
gasy for har, She admits o warking in ot
leost one shop that was a liftfle “rough”
on her as a woman, 0 that shop, she
had to become accustomed to sexual
Innuendo and language that she would
not consider apprapriate for mast work-
places. It's a litfle hard to imogine it, but
This swael smiling, arliculale wormoan Says
that her defense at tha time was fo sum-
mon the guts to stand her ground and
evan show her own rough side to gain
he respect of her colleagues. It's a fime
she doesn't miss.

Al of these artistic women agree that
fhe Sealtls areo is unigus inits appra-
ciaficn of fattoo. "Seaftle is o tattoo
maccal” says Viywyn. No doust it's the
convergence of a thriving art scene and
rebellious spinf that makes Seoftle o tat-
boo-loving.

Christy says thai her clients include
Tevenyone frarm punk ook shreet kics 1o
dentists to accountants.” She reflects.

*I think there are more professionals
coming to get tatioos now, IF's more
accegtatle,”

Jacqueling balisvas thoat Seallle s’
cne of the most competitive tattco
markets in the counfry, "Il you aren’t o
skilled artist, you'll never make it here,”
sha warns. “This is nat a spora-time job.
It's a sericus profession,”

It*s clsa-a professlon that s seeing an
incraease in woman, In the 12705, Seattle
had just one woman taftco artist, Today,
thara arg at least 15 women arfists work-
ing im tattoo shops all arcund town, Moe
and more of these women are appren
ficed by othar women, And for those
who haven’t had the pleasure of warking
with alher woman artisls, the Womean's
Tattoo Forum provides that professicnal
support, CIE a greal way To find womesn
whao can relate fo the issues thot affect
vou as awornan arfist,” confirms Chidshy.
“We all nesd our girls.”

if there has ever been o blos against
wormen fattao artists, it's frarm tha other
arfists — not the clients. | have only had
ane guy walk in and say thal he didn’
want a girl o toftoo him,” soys Christy,

Gypsy il agraes. “Wormen like to
bBe taltoced by women.” says Jill, "and
mn like to be fattooed oy wormen.”
Consequantly, these woman arlists nevar
have a shorage of canvases on which
towork. Wl

Tera Schrelber Is a freelance wilter who
spoits a hondful of gorgecws taffoos
thanks o zome amozing wWormon anfists,
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Did you know that
in the United States

« & million women abuse or are dependent on aleohal?
* 2.5 million women abuse or are dependent on illegal drugs?
» 5 million girls and women abuse preseription drugs?

= Women are 48% more likely o be prescribed a narcoric,
anti-anxiery, or other porentally abusable drag?

* 92% of women with chemical dependency do nat
receive treatment?

(Soserce: The Navional Center on Addiceion and

Suebstance Abse (CASA), Colimfria Uiniversivy)

We understand women and
their special needs for treatment.

ResjﬁenceXII

alcohel & chemical dependency treatment for womean

425.823.8844 Kirkland, WA www.residencexii.org
Covered by most insurance plans
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